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HIST5507B: Background (i) 

• Urban history module, formed with distinct learning 
outcomes: 

 
1. Recognise the broad social, cultural, and economic 

shifts that influenced the evolution of British society 
during the Victorian Age 

2. Grasp the day-to-day challenges of life within 
Victorian Cities, and express knowledge the 
development of British society in the form of written 
assignments 

3. Develop critical and evaluative skills through direct 
encounters with primary and secondary sources 

4. Train to use a variety of source materials in order to 
deepen knowledge of urban and cultural 
development 
 



HIST5507B: Background (ii) 

• Course with a thematic approach to understand the 
culture and evolution of Britain (albeit in the framework 
of urban places) 

• Themes include population, transport, governance, 
crime, housing, public health education, immigrants, 
death 

• Success of the course, from the teacher’s perspective, is 
to emphasise context, and get students to make 
connections between context and key themes 

• Map as a template for this pedagogical platform – 
transforming a 2D image into a readable text of the 
narrative of British society 



Educational Conundrum 

• How to ensure the course meets its 
objectives? 

• How could I integrate different learning 
activities into the lectures? 

• How could I ensure the learning process 
continues is structured outside the 
classroom? 

• How could I make 1800s British Urban 
History be real (to the learners)? 

• How could I make the course (more) 
interesting? 



Knowledge Acquisition Process 



How to Achieve This? 

• Learning strategy to 
using/reading maps: 

 

1. Lecture exercises in 
conjunction with self-
designed source 
worksheets 

2. Lecture review exercises 
(to consolidate and build 
knowledge on lecture 
topic) 



Lecture Exercise 1: 
An Example 

• Utilise varieties of maps 

• Drink Map of 
Manchester (1889) – 
location of public, 
housing and land 
ownership patterns, 
perceptions of people 
(crime, drink, 
immorality) 

• Education role of maps 
to make connections 
between contexts 



Manchester’s Spatial Model:  
A Lack of Class Mixing 

Low Status  
Zone 

Middle Class 
Zone 

Movement of 
Middle Class 
People 



Adshead’s Map of Manchester (1851) 



Engels in Manchester (with 

podcast) 



Making the Map  

Explain Life in Britain 



Lecture Exercise 2: 
An Example 

• Charles Booth’s Poverty 
Maps (1886-1903) 

• Socio-economic mapping of 
London 

• Opportunity to see social, 
economic, environmental 
patterns at a city-wide scale, 
and at the micro (local) level 

• Pockets of wealth, pockets 
of poverty 

• Victorian perceptions of 
place, space, people 



Lecture Review Exercises 

• Consisted of a variety of one page worksheets 

• Designed to build on knowledge learnt from the lecture 

• Principally centred on two map sources used together:  

 

1. Edward Stanford’s Map of London (1862) – a copy of 
which is given to all students on a CD-Rom 

2. Charles Booth’s Poverty Map (accessible via a weblink) 

 

• Standford’s map allows students to see the physical 
environment of London, Booth to see the environment in 
a social and economic framework 

• Additional sources used with the two maps, e.g. photos 



Lecture Review 1 
• Follow-up to the lecture on 

crime and policing in the 
Victorian City 

• Lecture design with to grant 
an overview of crime in 
Victorian Britain, establishing 
how crime fitted in with wider 
societal changes during the 
1800s 

• Lecture review exercise to be 
used alongside a lecture 
reading source (Exiled: Port 
Arthur Convict Photographs), 
and Booth’s Poverty Map 



• The lecture dealt with 
matters associated with 
the transportation of 
convicts 

• The lecture review 
enabled students to get a 
more human dimension 
of this element of 
Victorian crime and 
policing 

• Students able to acquire 
information about 
persons transported to 
Australia, their lives, and 
where they lived 





Lecture Review Worksheet: Example 2 



Using Google Earth to See the Past 



Making History Tangible: The Old Nichol 



Rookeries 
and Slum 

Clearances   





Queen Victoria 
Memorial, London 



Conclusion 

• The map is a primary source integral to the study 
of history 

• In course HIST5507B it is used sparingly to 
demonstrate a range of matters (related to 
analysing how and why society had the form that 
it had) 

• Valuable tool that supplements a range of other 
source types 

• Utilised to make history touchable when used with 
other sources, e.g. photos, texts, etc. 

• Students are receptive to map use: teaches new 
skills, aids broader grasp of history, permits 
deeper learning 


